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EDITORIAL

Milé ¢itatel'ky, mili ¢itatelia,

Dostava sa vam do ruk tretie ¢islo ¢asopisu Slovenskej asociacie socialnej antro-
polédgie Anthropologica Slovaca. Cislo otvara prehladova $tudia Terézie Surano-
vej o albanskej identite a migraciach. Autorka v iom popisuje obmedzenia pohy-
bu ludi pocas predchadzajiceho rezimu a nasledné migra¢né viny po jeho pade
v 90. rokoch 20. storocia. Venuje sa procesom akulturacie a skryvania albanskej
kultary v hostovskych krajinach ako dosledkov stigmatizacie Albancov. Nacrtava
demografiu jednotlivjch migra¢nych vin a poukazuje na posun v demografickom
zlozeni migrantov vel kych migra¢nych vin v 90. rokoch a neskorsich migraciach po
roku 2000. V zavere textu sa venuje remitanciam, ktoré predstavujua doélezity prvok
miestnej ekondmie a socialne;j stratifikacie.

Nasleduje prispevok Juraja Podobu, v ktorom podava svoj nazor na periodické hod-
notenie akademickych pracovisk. Vyjadruje sa viom k vyvoju a zmysluplnosti také-
hoto hodnotenia v kontexte slovenskych akademickych pracovisk.

Dal$im textom je komentar D4si Bombjakovej ku konceptu osobnej autonémie
v spolo¢nostiach rovnostarskych lovcov a zberac¢ov. Autorka v iom poukazuje na he-
terogénnost definicii osobnej autonémie a navrhuje popisat alebo uviest priklady
prejavov osobnej autonomie v tychto spoloénostiach vich aktudlnom kontexte a tiez
vclenit do tohto popisu dalsie dodato¢né informadcie, akymi su, napriklad, hodnota
alebo prax ako aj oblasti zivota a kultury, v ktorych sa osobn autondémia uplatiiuje
alebo manifestuje.

Cislo uzatvéraja Ines Chrtan a Filip Boberié¢ spravou z 11. konferencie Medzina-
rodnej asociacie pre antropolégiu juhovychodnej Eurépy, ktord minuly rok zorgani-
zovala Katedra antropoldgie Filozofickej fakulty Univerzity v PriStine.

Prajeme vam zaujimavé a podnetné ¢itanie!

Elena Sims Fejdi



Albania became a candidate for EU membership in 2022 and would ideally like to join the Union by 2030. However, the prime minister considers these expectations too ambitious.
Author: Terézia Suranova

RELIC OF THE PAST,OR ANATION
ON THE BRINK OF CHANGE?
Remittances, identity, and the structure

of Alabnian migration

Albania represents a rather unique envi-
ronment for studying migration. The last
three decades since the fall of the Iron
Curtain were characterized by mass dis-
placement — proportionally the biggest
emigration from any former Eastern bloc
country, and arguably the world’s most
dramatic example of mass emigration in
the ’90s (King, 2003: 283). By 2022, more
than 30% of the population was living
abroad, ranking in third place globally
(Buchholz, 2022). After decades of com-
plete isolation, the borders opened up
again, leading to a complete restructur-
alization of local realities (Abrahams,
2020; de Waal, 2006; King, 2003). In
the span of this timeframe, Albania ex-
perienced three waves of reactive mass
migration, leading to a more stabilized
migratory pattern since the early 2000s
(Azzarri & Carletto, 2009).

Terézia Suranova

As proposed by Featherstone (1996:
64-65): “Locality and globality must be
considered as interrelated processes”. Con-
temporary migration doesn’t adhere to
assumptions of simple unidirectional
relocation, but rather exhibits diverse
forms, methods, and destinations con-
nected to the dynamics of global cap-
italism. Migration flows are dynamic
and more complex, creating human net-
works and strategic adaptations (Bobié
& Jankovi¢, 2017: 15). Amidst socio-po-
litical and economic shifts, the practice
of remittances, embodied in practices
such as housing construction, emerged
as a pivotal aspect of transnational con-
nectivity, not only by fostering a sense of
economic stability in a dynamic world
but also reshaping social relationships
and bridging physical distances (Da-
lakoglou, 2010). Additionally, migrants



Socialism,
the freeze of mobility

utilize social media and connections to
assert their agency in navigating their
transnational identity (Gemi, 2019).
This essay will look into the recent bi-
ography of Albanian migration, consid-
ering its historical, cultural, and socio-
economic aspects. It will explore how
Albanian migration and activities across
borders affect Albania’s socio-economic

Albania under socialism can be consi-
dered one of the harshest and most is-
olationist dictatorships in the commu-
nist bloc, and arguably, the whole world
(de Waal, 2006). During the 40 years of
Enver Hoxha’s rule, emigration was for-
mally impossible — any attempt to lea-
ve the country was met with gunfire or
severe punishment, affecting the whole
family (Domachowska, 2019; O’Donnell,
1999: 136). Borders were wired by electri-
cal fences at complete length and closely
watched by the military hidden in con-
crete bunkers scattered across the land-
scape. The state employed all means to
stop any attempt to pass, relying heavi-
ly on spies and whistleblowing, which
happened many times within family
and close friends (King, 2003; Rejmer,
2021). This constant surveillance led to
the creation of a siege mentality (O’Don-
nell, 1999: 137), where one felt closely
watched by the state at all times.

The guards in both Greece and ex-
Yugoslavia were also ready to send back
migrants anytime, so the passing of bor-
ders wasn’t necessarily an automatic
success. Even if the individual managed
to escape, the remaining family became
imprisoned and tortured (Rejmer, 2021).
The borders were guarded by soldiers
deployed from remote villages to avoid
any chance of empathy when dealing
with attempts to escape.

Not only external but also internal
migration was highly restricted and con-
trolled by central planning of the ruling
party. Displacement was widely used as
a political tool to enforce punishment

growth, political landscape, and cultur-
al identity both at home and among its
diaspora. By conducting a multiplicity of
interviews with migrants returning to
Albania during the summer periods of
2023 and 2024, either for family visits or
vacations on the popular Adriatic Coast,
I tried to bridge my observations with
well-established literature.

and coercion. Most citizens (more than
two-thirds) were residing in rural areas
(Hall, 1996), working in collectivized
agriculture or in smaller factories. Al-
bania became completely self-reliant in
the ’80s as a result of its diplomatic break
with Maoist China (King, 2003: 284).
Displacement of workers to rural areas
was therefore considered a necessity for
the political establishment.

The collapse of the Albanian econo-
my resulting in harsh isolationist politics
and the end of the one-man rule after
the death of Hoxha in 1985 created a sud-
den momentum (Abrahams, 2020; de
Waal, 2006). The domino effect of democ-
ratization swept through the whole of
Europe, and lastly, also the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Albania, which dis-
solved in 1991. The emergence of mass
migration phenomena began in the early
’90s with the end of the communist re-
gime of Enver Hoxha’s successor Ramiz
Alia. Thousands were camping in front
of foreign embassies and large-scale stu-
dent protests were organized, leading to
the regime’s definite collapse. The first
issue of passports by the end of 1990,
to citizens other than the political elite,
made travel possible for the first time
since 1945, leading to what can be called
the “most dramatic post-communist mi-
gration” (King, 2003: 283).

After the end of socialism, Albania
was considered the poorest country in
Europe, shaped by large scarcity resul-
ting from its deep isolationism - for de-
cades it was merely an economic ruin
maintained by force’. The collapse of

' Hoxha first cut diplomatic ties with Tito's Yugoslavia (1948). Later, with the death of Stalin, Albania also broke its
relationship with the Soviet Union (1956), with Communist China remaining the sole ally providing economic aid and trade
agreements. With the deepening of Hoxha's paranoiain the '70s, China was also deemed as unfavorable and therefore
Albania became a completely isolated country in 1977 (King, 2003).



Abandoned dwelling in the isolated mountains near Komani Lake. The family has moved to Germany for better job opportunities,
however they still come back to their land to appreciate their origins.
Author: Terézia Suranova

Waiting room at the bus station, Elbasan
Author: Terézia Suranova



Pyramid schemes
and second wave
of mass migration

the centrally planned state structure,
which paradoxically provided Albani-
ans with work, income, and welfare,
followed by a period of chaos, left them
without any certainty about their fu-
ture (Jarvis, 2000; Musaraj, 2017). The
socio-economic conditions of the coun-
try drove hundreds of thousands out of
the country immediately, seeking refuge
mainly in bordering Greece and Italy.
Many arrived via high-powered dinghies
across the Strait of Otranto or through
Greece and (former) Yugoslavia, while
some migrants utilized ferries or planes
with visitor visas or false documents and
overstayed after the end of their permit
(King & Mai, 2014).

The images of overcrowded migrant
boats reaching “fortress Europe” be-
came an iconic symbol of the urgent
desire to flee Albania. At first, the atti-
tude of the host countries was relative-
ly welcoming (Zinn, 1996), perceiving
them as refugees escaping an oppres-
sive regime, but soon these attitudes
shifted, blocking and returning many
migrants (King & Mai, 2014; King &
Vullnetari, 2009). It is estimated that
during the first three years of the re-
gime’s dissolution, more than 200,000
people left the country either legally or
illegally, even under the risk of being
repatriated (King, 2003). The will to
migrate to Greece and Italy specifical-
ly cannot be attributed merely to their

When the socio-economic transforma-
tion modeled by free-market ideologies
began, the country was in a state of des-
perate poverty, the vast majority of its
population being unfamiliar with mar-
ket institutions and financial practices.
The election of the democratic party
in 1992 gave Albania and the interna-
tional observers great hope, visioning
quick reforms and development. Peo-
ple were suddenly eager to invest or de-
posit their savings with visions of great
profit (Musaraj, 2017). The economy
was also greatly supported by interna-
tional loans and Western aid, leading to
a period of relative stabilization (Abra-
hams, 2020), lowering migration rates

proximity. The motivation was often-
times beyond monetary aspirations, as
many Albanians migrated with the vi-
sion of personal liberation and self-ex-
pression, especially dissidents and po-
litically oppressed groups (King, 2005:
141).

During the last years of communist
rule, more and more people in Alba-
nia were finding ways to gain access to
Western television and radio channels,
producing an artificial and largely ide-
alistic image of life in democratic Italy.
Even before their migration plans be-
came materialized, Albanians, particu-
larly teenagers and young adults, had
already undergone a process of “antici-
patory assimilation” into the Italian way
of life. This new imagined identity of
freedom and modernity posed a strong
contrast to the forcedly homogenized,
nationalist, and collectivist landscape
of Hoxha’s despotic rule (King & Mai,
2014; Mai, 2002: 262). Similar conclu-
sions were made by Gilles de Rapper in
Greece, stating that Albanians idolized
the Greek way of life as the “embodi-
ment of culture” (de Rapper, 2002: 199).
This image was confronted with real-
ity as soon as it became obvious that
Albanian migrants would face numer-
ous hardships related to their marginal
position in Europe, always remaining
the subordinate “other”, both econom-
ically and socially.

or even motivating the return of mi-
grants (King, 2003). This idealistic pe-
riod, however, didn’t last long.

At this time, practices such as money
laundering and trafficking (substances,
weapons, and humans) further stimulat-
ed the sphere of gray economy, and in
turn provided sources for the payment
of quick returns for inventors in pyramid
schemes (Jarvis, 2000). The local inves-
tors, called kreditoré, found their main
sources of cash investment in remittan-
ces sent from migrants abroad and sales
of privatized land and apartments. Ma-
ny Albanians even sold their houses,
land, and livestock to invest. Fully legal
and officially backed by the government,



Migration and identity

the funds used these (mainly foreign) in-
vestments to circulate cash, with liabili-
ties greatly exceeding real assets (Musa-
raj, 2017: 321).

At their zenith, the pyramid sche-
mes’ liabilities reached nearly half of
the nation’s GDP, with approximately
two-thirds of the Albanian population
investing in them. The competition of
investment funds to offer higher and
completely unsustainable interest ra-
tes on deposits led some companies
to offer more than 30% a month (Jar-
vis, 2000; Musaraj, 2017). With the first
big company unable to fulfill its pay-
ments, a great decline in the public’s
confidence in these institutions began
to dry up deposit transactions, lead-
ing to the bankruptcy of main invest-
ment funds in late 1996 (Jarvis, 2000).
The political and social consequences
of the sudden collapse of pyramid sche-
mes were massive, with the whole cou-
ntry falling into a state of complete
anarchy.

The World Bank estimated that Al-
banians lost more than 1.2 billion do-
llars in savings during this period,
equal to half of the country’s GDP. The
fall of the government and mass rio-

Regarding integration, Albanian mi-
grants appear to lean towards assimi-
lation in their host country. There’s
a strong inclination to adopt social
norms, often even downplaying differ-
ences and striving for a sense of invisi-
bility. Yet, this will to “blend in” surpris-
ingly coincides with limited bonding
and social capital (Gemi, 2019). They
undergo what Gordon (1964) calls ‘ac-
culturation without assimilation’. The
rejection of their identity leads Alba-
nians to hide their culture, religion,
and language in order to function in
their host countries, which are largely
hostile towards their cultural practices
(King & Mai, 2014). Negative attitudes
are also prevalent because of the fact
that first-generation Albanian migrants
mostly took up low-status, oftentimes il-
legal jobs necessary for their economic
survival (Gemi, 2014).

ting led to unrest which later escalated
into a full-blown civil war, during which
more than 2000 people were killed (Jar-
vis, 2000). These events fueled another
wave of mass exodus of Albanians. At
first, theattitudes of host countries we-
re welcoming, but, again, this positive
outlook quickly shifted. Intensive Italian
military patrols, including surveillance
in Albanian waters, halted the mass dis-
placement (King, 2003).

The third wave of mass migration ca-
me with the emergence of war in Kosovo,
when approximately 500,000 ethnic Alba-
nians (Gheghs) fled from Milosevié’s Yu-
goslavia into the mountainous north of
Albania, seeking refuge (King, 2005).
With Kosovars continuing their migra-
tory route further into Europe, many Al-
banians emigrated alongside them, this
time preferring countries like the UK
and Germany which provided greater
support for war asylum seekers. Since
most of the refugees traveled without any
official documents, it was hard to distin-
guish between Kosovars fleeing war and
northern Albanians, since they were
speaking the same dialect and shared
cultural similarities (King, 2005: 138).

The social integration process into
the host countries came with a great deal
of difficulties, with tendencies such as
Albanophobia being prevalent in nations
with high rates of Albanian expats. These
cultural barriers stigmatizing Albanians
as criminals, or undesirable savages pos-
ing a threat to national unity (King & Mai,
2014; Mai, 2005) may oftentimes fuel the
desire of migrants to return to their home
country (Gemi, 2014).

Negative tendencies can lead to
deep internalization of otherness, even
though the usual destination countries
are paradoxically the ones that are the
most culturally similar (King & Mai,
2014). These images are often exalted
and reinforced by the media, portraying
Albanians as a threat to the host nation
and its security. According to Mai (2003),
in the early 1990s, as Italy aimed for
a unified European identity, Albanians



Demographics of migration

Remittances
and symbolic presence

replaced the “poor Italian southerner”
as the new focus of xenophobia and co-
lonial othering. They symbolized the out-
sider/insider immigrant, seen as “dange-

Albanian migration during the ’90s
could be demographically character-
ized by young, undocumented males
finding provisional ways of escaping
the country to the bordering countries
by foot or small rubber boats gommoni,
the migration being largely operated by
traffickers (King, 2005). However, since
the early 2000s, Albanian migration has
become more steady and managed, with
no extreme migration episodes. There
has been an increased control of the Al-
banian borders resulting from multiple
agreements with the EU, with the aspi-
ration to join the Union. There has also
been a steady shift to the preference of
legalized migration, with an increasing
number of females and children join-
ing their male heads of household, who
had already established a livelihood in

Migrants can have a substantial social
and economic influence on their ho-
me country even in their physical ab-
sence. Remittances represent one of
the main ways by which an impact on
the local communities can be made (Ra-
mamurthy, 2003: 28-29). Albania ranks
amo ngst the top 20 countries in remit-
tance flows compared to the percentage
of the country’s GDP (Vullnetari & King
2011). Remittances represent a large
part of the local economy, contributing
to the well-being of the receiving fami-
lies, alleviating poverty, and developing
the country as awhole? (Gédeshi & King,
2018; Maroukis & Gemi, 2011). Except
for the crisis in 1997 and the global re-
cession of 2008, remittance rates have
been increasing rapidly, especially since
the COVID-19 pandemic, reaching 900
million USD during 2023, breaking his-
torical records (Bank of Albania, 2024).

Itis rather difficult to track down the
amount of remittances transferred to

2 These two are, of course, intertwined.

rous” due to their cultural and physical
proximity to Italians, reminding them of
Italy’s impoverished southern past (Mai,
2003).

the newly inhabited country. Second ge-
nerations are being born in countries of
destination, often well assimilated into
their new environments (King & Mai,
2014).

After the fall of socialism, a great
deal of internal migration began to take
place as well. Bad conditions, especial-
ly in the isolated rural areas where col-
lectivized farms were dissolved (King,
2003), led Albanians to seek a better life
in bigger cities, mainly in Tirana, and
the closest port of Durrés. Nikas and As-
pasios (2011) also point to the shift from
permanent to temporary migration and
seasonal work, with the residential base
remaining in Albania. New laws imple-
mented in Italy and Greece allow short-
term and seasonal migration to fill in
labor gaps in agriculture and tourism.

Albania, since most of this capital trav-
els irregularly and through informal
channels (Arrehag et al., 2005), either
coming into the country with migrants
themselves, their friends, bus drivers, or
by money transfer companies such as
Western Union. Inconsistent patterns
in remittance transfers can be ascribed
to a range of factors, including the un-
predictable nature of remittances, fluc-
tuations in migrants’ income, their wor-
king conditions, and their legal status
throughout migration (Arrehag et al,,
2005). The deeply habituated lack of
trust towards official financial institu-
tions and banks when transferring mon-
ey back to Albania was presumably es-
tablished back in 1997 with the collapse
of the economy. The state failed to inter-
vene in the horrendous loss of personal
savings, leaving many in desperate pov-
erty and on the brink of civil war. These
vivid memories may enforce the will
to rely on personal relations instead of



Aman on the beach in the seaside village of Dhérmi, which in recent years has experienced an unprecedented surge in tourism that has led
to megalomaniacal development projects across the South coast.
Author: Terézia Suranova
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Transnationalism
and returns

institutional channels. Sending back re-
mittances by informal channels can fur-
thermore have prosocial effects on the
relationships between individuals and
communities (Dalakoglou, 2010).

Although a great deal of remittances
are targeted at everyday necessities, this
foreign capital is also used for business
investment, improvement in housing,
or financing education (Arrehag et al.,
2005). Remittances can also contribute
to conspicuous consumption, using
symbols of wealth such as cars, clothing,
and opulent housing to negotiate status
and prestige within the home commu-
nities (Dalakoglou, 2010). As of 2001,
remittances were considered the main
distinguishing factor between poor and
well-off families (World Bank, 2001, as
cited in Hoti, 2009). Remittances can
therefore also present certain negatives
to the local environment, especially by
increasing inequality between house-
holds receiving remittances compared
to those who do not (Castaldo & Reil-
ly, 2007). Remittances can also form
an over-dependent relationship on this
form of irregular income, decreasing lo-
cal (low-wage) labor initiatives, and fur-
ther promoting migration (Ramamur-
thy, 2003: 63).

There are many factors influencing
remittance patterns — gender and kin-
ship being one of them. The general
tendency to send back finances usually
falls on “breadwinning” males, remit-
ting either to the nuclear family left be-
hind, or their side of the family. Either
way, remittances are usually targeted
towards the closest kin (Arrehag et al.,
2005: 22). The recipients are also usually
males, receiving and distributing finan-
cial help as the head of the household
(King & Vullnetari, 2003). The house of
wives’ upbringing usually doesn’t receive

Since the relative stabilization of the
economy (at least compared to the tur-
bulent ’90s), return migration has be-
come arising phenomenon (Domachow-
ska, 2019). Even though Albania still
faces great political and economic cha-
llenges, visible in aspects such as bad

12

remittances, and if so, these finances
are usually channeled through women
in secrecy, or further utilizing alterna-
tive ways of supporting their side of kin
(Smith, 2009).

In times of economic turbulence,
following the fall of socialism, migra-
tion became one of the main priorities
in order to secure a better future for
one-self and closest family (King & Mai,
2014). The motivation of financial and
material remittance to the home coun-
try soon became reflected in local
house-building patterns. The emergen-
ce of migrant dwellings can be interpret-
ed as a strengthening of symbolic ties
between the global and local spheres
(Dalakoglou, 2010).

Long-lasting political turmoil and
weakness of the rule of law, combined
with absurd bureaucracy gave rise to
the informal economy, mainly through
the construction of buildings, settle-
ments and semi-legal businesses (Da-
lakoglou, 2010). As mentioned earlier,
remittances typically occur within per-
sonalized channels, rather than bank
transfers. This deepens the relation-
ship of migrants with people in their
home country, creating a sense of their
proxy-presence, even when physically
absent. In the context of the newly ex-
perienced distances and dislocations
in postsocialist Albania, the migrant
house-making process not only serves
as a stimulating force in making sense
of a dynamic, transnational world. It
also plays a crucial role in the making
and redefining existing social rela-
tionships, bridging physical distances.
Dwelling can be seen as a symbol of
permanence in the constantly chang-
ing socio-political reality (Dalakoglou,
2010).

infrastructure, corruption, clientelism,
and poor education, the will to create
acompetitive market environment is sig-
nificantly rising, especially in the last few
years with the extreme growth of tour-
ism. Albanians are coming back from
Western countries to establish busi-



Conclusion

nesses in the tourist hubs or the capital,
which has seen rapid development.?
Return to home country does not
have to be permanent — most of the mi-
grants are coming back on a yearly ba-
sis to visit their country of origin. In
his ethnographic account of a ritual
stroll (xhiro) in a small town Rréshen,
Hemming (2009) points to the status
paradox of migration and the local
demonstration of the new social posi-
tion it holds. Migrants are oftentimes
considered elite in their home country,
conspicuously displaying their wealth
in public spaces during returns, whilst
remaining at the bottom of the social

strata in their host countries, living in
bad conditions and earning low wage
incomes. By producing an artificial
image of their well-being, they are re-
sponding to the demands and expecta-
tions of their family, friends, and local
community (Hemming, 2009).

The nature and extent of transnatio-
nal activities are mainly influenced by
how integrated migrants are in their host
countries and how open the opportuni-
ties are in their home countries. In the
context of Albanian migrants in Vienna,
it’s evident that stronger integration re-
duces the scope and intensity of their
transnational engagement (Gemi, 2019).

3 Based on my interviews and observations during the summer of 2023.

The socio-cultural and economic land-
scape of modern Albania exhibits remar-
kable dynamism, influenced by both
transnationalism and local tradition
following the collapse of socialism. The
socioeconomic and political turmoil
following the collapse of the regime
in 1991 greatly increased social strati-
fication and differences, which posed
a great difficulty in the construction
of a common identity (De Waal, 2006).
The contemporary history of Albanian
migration points to several polarities®,
which perhaps shaped the ideas and
motivations behind mass expulsion.
When the migration project became su-
ccessful, the highly idealized image of
the Western, free world was oftentimes

met with great disappointment (Gemi,
2014; King & Mai, 2014).

Shaped by the legacy of its commu-
nist past, Albania remains one of the
poorest countries in Europe. Even though
the country has seen considerable eco-
nomic growth since the dissolution of
the socialist regime, this development is
decelerated by sociocultural factors such
as clientelism, corruption, bad infrastruc-
ture, and depopulation (Gregori¢ Bon,
2022). Migration therefore stands in a pe-
culiar relation to the contemporary de-
velopment of Albania, bridging capital
and workforce flows, new socio-cultur-
al identities as well as a redefinition of
a sense of belonging in the transnational
world we inhabit.

4 Freedom vs captivity; plenty vs scarcity; plurality vs homogeneity; democracy vs despotism; progress vs backwardness

or more generally, West vs Albania.
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S hodnotenim akademickych pracovisk
mam skusenost ,,od zaciatku“ - teda od
neskorej jesene roku 1992, kedy som ako
mlady vedecky tajomnik Narodopisného
Gistavu SAV zapinal predpisané tabul'ky
udajmi o vedeckej produkeii tohto praco-
viska. Bolo kratko po kolapse totalitného
rezimu, nezadrzatelne sa blizil rozpad fe-
deracie a narastala kritika institucionali-
zovanych akademickych Struktur, ktora
zacala uz v neskorych rokoch perestroj-
ky. Nasa vrcholna vedeckd instittcia sa
rozhodla, Ze sa podrobi sebahodnoteniu.
Aj ked som bol vtedy akademicky elév
a o Standardnej vedeckej scientometrii
som vlastne ani netusil, tabulky som
vypinal nielen s nechutou, ale aj s istym
udivom. Bolo zrejmé, ze okolo ,evalva-
cie“ panuje zna¢na neistota. Ani boho-
rovné ,vSevediace“ akademické autority
zjavne celkom netusili, ¢o je vlastne po-
trebné urobit a naco je to dobré. Ak dnes
uvazujeme pod dojmom vysledkov ak-
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€O (NIELEN) O ANTROPOLOGII
PREZRADILO PERIODICKE
HODNOTENIE

Juraj Podoba

tualneho periodického hodnotenia aka-
demickych pracovisk a vedeckych odbo-
rov o protireeniach, ktoré hodnotenie
prinasa, je potrebné hladat korene tych-
to protirec¢eni prave v uvedenom rozpo-
ruplnom obdobi. Na jednej strane nielen
byrokratické ,realnosocialistické“ aka-
demické institucie, ale celé akademické
komunity vytrvalo odmietali akcepto-
vat Standardné scientometrické kritéria
a hodnotiace postupy. Na strane druhej
aj do akademického prostredia - napriek
doslova zarivému odporu predovsetkym
vhumanitnych disciplinach - drzo vtrhla
nielen akademicka sloboda, ale aj nevy-
hnutnost konfrontovatsa s vedeckou pro-
dukciou v eurdépskych a svetovych aka-
demickych centrach na neltibost nielen
akademickych studruhov a stdruziek, ale
celych zastupov ich klientov, chranencov
a adlatusov. A kamosov. Cely akademic-
ky priestor sa vol'ky-nevol'ky postupne
otvaral. Teda skor nevol ky, ¢o vysvetluje



tridsat rokov neutichajuci cirkus okolo
evalvacii akademickych pracovisk a cha-
rakter spravy o stave slovenskej akadé-
mie, ktoru prinasaju vysledky najnovsie-
ho periodického hodnotenia.

Evalvacie sa pravidelne opakovali, ¢o
zakazdym prinasalo vela bizarnych zazit-
kov. Spoc¢iatku mali viac charakter frasky
ako premysleného usilia o skvalitnenie
akademického prostredia a o postupny
prienik slovenskej vedy na eurdpsku ex-
celentnud troven. Samozrejme, o tomto
sa vela a kvetnato recnilo, ale vzdy po
ukonéeni evalva¢ného procesu zostava-
la v astach neprijemnéa pachut. Osobne
som bol s tazko akceptovatelnym priebe-
hom a vysledkami evalvacie vedecko-vy-
skumnych pracovisk SAV konfrontovany
v tretine nultych rokov v pozicii predse-
du Vedeckej rady vyssie spominaného
ustavu SAV. Z perspektivy ¢lena Snemu
SAV som mal pocas celych nultych rokov
moznost sledovat neutichajice a nep-
lodné konfrontacie tykajuce sa hodno-
tenia vedeckej (akademickej) prace, ¢o
v umiernenej forme pokracovalo v na-
sledujucom desatro¢i v Akademickom
senate UK.

Absencia elementdrnej schopnosti
azaujmu akademickej komunity dohod-
nut sa na akceptovatelnom spoésobe hod-
notenia akademickych pracovisk, resp.
vedeckych vystupov, ktory by bol kom-
patibilny so standardom v akademic-
kom prostredi zapadného civiliza¢ného
okruhu, a teda eur6pskymi akademikmi
vSeobecne zdielanych evalvaénych me-
chanizmoyv, viedlo k uplatiovaniu diel-
¢ich modelov hodnotenia, ¢asto limi-
tovanych na mensi okruh akademikov
posobiacich vramcijedného malého pra-
coviska alebo vedeckej discipliny s ¢u-
desnymi hodnotiacimi kritériami. Zaro-
venl bola zdrojom permanentnych, éasto
az nechutnych konfliktov a napiti, kto-
ré kontaminovali atmosféru v akade-
mickom prostredi a brzdili, resp. brzdia
progres jednotlivych vedeckych disciplin
aj akademickych pracovisk. Z hladiska
pozicie spolo¢enskych vied v ramci aka-
demického institucionalneho priestoru,
ale aj celkovo v spolo¢nosti, su dolezité
hlavne dva momenty.
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Prvym z nich je permanentna deho-
nestacia az zosmie$novanie tejto skupi-
ny vied zo strany akademickych funkcio-
narov a politikov vedy z prostredia exakt-
nych, hlavne fyzikalno-chemickych vied.
Spaja sa s nou aj neschopnost ¢i neochota
vnimat neobycajne heterogénnu kvalitu
tejto az bezbrehej skupiny disciplin, z kto-
rych ¢astuzani nespada do ramca katego6-
rie ,spolocenska/humanitna veda“. Jed-
nym z dosledkov je vSeobecne rozsireny
predsudok, ktory kladie hranicu odde-
lujicu excelentnt vedu od okrajovej ve-
deckej produkcie medzi exaktné a spolo-
¢enské vedy. Tento predsudok preukazne
vyvratili az vysledky najnovsieho period-
ického hodnotenia, aj ked'sa na jeho neo-
podstatnenost dlhodobo upozoriovalo.
Zial, doposial beztispesne.

Druhym klt¢ovym momentom su pra-
ve ¢udesné, ¢asto pochybné kritéria hod-
Znotenia vedeckej prace a vedeckych vy-
stupov v spoloé¢enskovednom prostredi,
ktoré dlhodobo, ale cielavedome podko-
pavaju ich smerovanie na uroven exce-
lentnej vedy s medzinarodne akceptova-
telnymi vedeckymi vystupmi. Oriento-
vané boli, resp. s hlavne proti tym jed-
notlivcom alebo skupindm socidlnych
vedcov, ktori sa bud éiastkovo alebo vy-
slovene programovo orientovali tymto
smerom s cielom ich doslednej margi-
nalizicie v slovenskej akadémii. Velmi
tomu napomohla masifikacia vysokého
skolstva od devitdesiatych rokov a s iou
spojené masové zakladanie tlaciarni na
diplomy a manufakttr na produkciu oti-
tulovanych individui, ktoré sa z nie cel-
kom zrozumitelnych dévodov u nés oz-
nacuja terminom ,univerzita“. Dovolim
si tvrdit, ze vysledky periodického hod-
notenia spolo¢enskovednych odborov
a pracovisk jasne zrkadlia tieto rozpory.

Od nultych rokov situiciu navySe
komplikovali vstupy réznych zahadnych
aktivit a iniciativ mimo akademického
povodu. Za vSetky spomenme aspoil
agenturu s priznaénym nazvom ARRA.
Korene tychto tendencii nepochybne su-
visia s pretrvavajucim nezaujmom slo-
venskej spolo¢nosti o kvalitné vzdela-
nie pre mladé generacie a o kvalitné ve-
decké badanie aj na naSich univerzitach



avedecko-vyskumnych institiciach. Po-
stoje aj redlne politiky formujucej sa
post-totalitnej politickej triedy a na niu
naviazanej statnej byrokracie tri desat-
rocia kopiruju tento nezaujem.

Opakované evalvicie situaciu za-
hmlievali, znejasiovali, vytvarali a dl-
hodobo udrziavali najroznejsie pred-
sudky a vSeobecne rozsirené, ¢asto ilu-
zérne alebo dlhodobo a cielavedome
fabrikované predstavy o konkrétnych
akademickych pracoviskach alebo ce-
lych vedeckych odboroch. Nie je dole-
zZité, ¢iviac pozitivne alebo negativne, ¢i
adora¢né alebo dehonestaéné. Dolezité
je, ze v principe falo$né.

Metodika nedavneho periodického
hodnotenia akademickych pracovisk
a odborov po 30 rokoch vniesla do aka-
demického sveta pokus o kvalitativhu
klasifikaciu slovenského akademického
priestoru. Na rozdiel od minulosti ide
o Standardnt metodiku hodnotenia. Vy-
znamnym posunom je uz to, ze az na
zriedkavé vynimky boli z evalva¢ného
procesu vyluceni domaci (rozume;j aj ¢es-
ki) hodnotitelia. Cast hodnotitelov pred-
stavovali skutoéné vedecké osobnosti
v ramci konkrétnej skupiny vedeckych
disciplin. Na z4klade tridsatro¢nej sku-
senosti, bez takéhoto pristupu k vyberu
hodnotitelov nie je v slovenskych pod-
mienkach vobec zmysluplné pokusat
saovyclenenie excelentnej, ale aj nadprie-
mernej vedy z masy priemernych vystu-
pov/vysledkov, donedavna ani tych hlbo-
ko podpriemernych. Nakol'ko je meto-
dika vSeobecne dostupnd na webovej
stranke Ministerstva skolstva SR, nebu-
dem ju viac komentovat.

Jednym zo zakladnych prinosov pe-
riodického hodnotenia je rozvratenie
najroznejsich mytov, neopodstatnenych,
ale Siroko zdielanych predstav a pred-
sudkov, ktoré pocas uplynulych desat-
rodi slazili ako vychodisko k autorita-
tivnemu posudzovaniu akademickych
institucii a celych vedeckych odborov, ale
aj jednotlivcov, ktori pracujd v danom
konkrétnom odbore/vedeckej discipli-
ne. Vytvarala sa a nasledne sa petrifiko-
vala hierarchia pracovisk, vedeckych od-
borov a disciplin, ale aj vedeckych osob-
nosti (a ,vedeckych osobnosti“) prave na
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zaklade takto konstruovanych predstav,
ktoré - ako sa obavam uz dlhé roky - ne-
maju vela spolo¢ného so seriéznym usi-
lim posunut slovenskt vedu do eurdp-
skeho akademického priestoru ani s pod-
porou excelentnosti vo vede. Celej aka-
demickej komunite sa vnucovali krité-
ri4 relevantné pre jednu ¢i dve skupiny
vedeckych disciplin. Zaroven sa za sa-
mozrejmé a nespochybnitelné povazo-
vali tvrdenia o vedeckej vynimo¢nosti,
alebo aspon vykonnosti napr. uréitych
odborov, fakalt alebo ustavov SAV, ale
aj jednotlivcov. Sticasne sa vytvarali ani
nie skupiny, ale celé kategorie prehlia-
danych odborov aj akademickych insti-
tacil, ktoré boli dlhodobo podceniované,
¢asto az dehonestované s devastaénym
dopadom naich prestiz. Opit dodavam,
ze rovnako sa to tyka(lo) aj jednotlivcov
a malych vedecko-vyskumnych timov.
Prirodzen4 hierarchizacia vo vnutri aka-
demickych komunit, v zdpadnom civi-
lizaénom okruhu dominantne (ale zial
tiez nie vyluéne) postavena na podanom
vedeckom a pedagogickom vykone, je
spolu so slobodou a nezavislostou ve-
deckého badania hlavhym motorom dy-
namiky nielen vedeckého poznania
a vedeckej metodologie, ale aj akade-
mického socialneho pola. V nasich pod-
mienkach je popri inych, iplne mimo-
vedeckych (mimoodbornych), faktoroch
deformovana prave vyssie zmienenymi
predstavami a predsudkami, ¢ize tym,
ako sa tri desatrodia realizuju hodno-
tenia akademickych pracovisk a vedec-
kych odborov v nasej krajine.
Samozrejme, od takychto hodnoteni
sa potom odvijala aj finan¢na podpora
akademickych inStitacii, ¢i uz zo Stat-
nej dotacie alebo z grantovych agentur.
Tieto nehoraznosti zviditelnilo nedav-
ne periodické hodnotenie a dovolim si
tvrdit, Ze zrozumitelnych spésobom.
Nerad by som bol blamovany naiv-
nym presvedéenim, Ze jedinou pri¢inou
neradostného stavu slovenskej akadé-
mie je zauzivany spdsob hodnotenia
a naslednej distribucie finan¢nych pro-
striedkov, ale dlhodobo urcite zohrava
klaéovr tlohu v procese formovania
akademického zivota v naSej krajine
a jeho tienistych stranok. Nas vsak za-



ujima predovSetkym otazka, aké zrka-
dlo nastavilo periodické hodnotenie so-
cidlnej antropologii, ¢ize malej kvali-
tativnej socidlnej vede, ktora sice je
kralovnou spolocenskych vied, ale ani
vzdelanejSie segmenty nasej spolo¢nosti
nezaujima. Je to disciplina, ktora sa poc-
as uplynulych dvoch desatroci bez akej-
kolvek institucionalnej podpory formo-
vala (stile namahavo formuje) na okraji
akademického institucionalneho pro-
stredia v podmienkach, ktoré asi najlep-
Sie vystihuje uz starsi citat Petra Skalni-
ka ,anthropology in a hostile environ-
ment*. Skalnikov citat charakterizuje
situaciu asi vo vsetkych post-komunis-
tickych/post-totalitnych krajinach, ale
miera hostility vo¢i snahdm o konstitu-
ovanie a institucionalizovanie socialne;j
a kultirnej antropologie v rdmci akadé-
mie patri v nasej krajine k tym najhor-
$im. Cielom tohto textu nie je zamyslat
sa nad tym, preco je to tak. Nakoniec,
k tomuto problému som publikoval via-
cero eseji ¢i studii. V tejto chvili je dole-
zZité vSak to, ze odbor socidlna antropo-
l6gia skonéil v periodickom hodnoteni
akademickych institucii a vedeckych od-
borov velmi dobre, z pohladu niekto-
rych pozorovatelov mozno az prekvapi-
vo dobre. Iba niekol'ko, ¢i uz exaktnych
alebo socidlnych a humanitnych vied,
bolo ohodnotenych lepSie. Z hladiska
budticej perspektivy nielen antropold
gie a socioldgie, ale aj dalSich pozitiv-
ne hodnotenych spoloc¢enskovednych
odborov by bolo uréite prinosné otvo-
rit diskusiu o hladani pri¢in a zdévod-
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neni toho javu, azaroven skutoc¢nosti,
ze viaceré discipliny alebo akademické
pracoviski, ktoré sa ani nie roky, ale
doslova desatrocia hraju na géniov, ne-
dopadli s velkou slavou. Samozrejme,
o takuato otvorenu diskusii by v akade-
mickom socidlnom poli musel byt za-
ujem, ktory na zaklade mojich mno-
horoénych osobnych skusenosti urcite
nepredpokladam.

Pre socidlnu antropologiu to zname-
na dosiahnutie prestiznej pozicie a po-
sun z prehliadanej a ignorovanej, ¢asto
vysmievanej discipliny, medzi relevant-
né vedecké odbory. Asi je kazdému zrej-
mé, Ze antropologovia a antropologicky
musia aktivne vyuzit tito situdciu a v bu-
ducnosti vystupovat sposobom, ktory
je primerany tomuto celoslovenskému
hodnoteniu. Ako ¢lovek, ktory bol ,,pri
tom“ by som velmi privital, keby si to
v§imli aj Studentky a Studenti a vobec
mladi Iudia, ktori nechcu Studovat iba
s cielom ziskat ,papier®, ale maju zau-
jem o solidne socialnovedné vzdelanie,
teda vedomosti, poznatky a akademické
zruénosti. A to nie na baze naivnych roz-
pravok pre dospelych, roznych ideologii
a romantickych koncepcii pochadzaja-
cich z 19. storocia, ale vedomosti zodpo-
vedajuce modernej kvalitativnej social-
nej vede, ktora sa dokazala v neziclivych,
¢asto az v nepriatelskych podmienkach
vypracovat medzi najlepsie hodnotené
vedecké discipliny, a zaroven je kompa-
tibilna s akademickymi pracoviskami na
standardnych eurépskych univerzitach.
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REEVALUATING
‘PERSONAL AUTONOMY’
INHUNTER-GATHERER SOCIETIES

Dasa Bombjakova

Studies concerning current egalitarian
hunter-gatherer societies often em-
phasize personal autonomy as a defi-
ning socio-political feature. Typically,
references to personal autonomy are
addressed at the beginning of the pa-
per, in an introductory description of
the studied population, or in opening
statements about the ethnographic set-
ting. These references tend to be brief
and function as mere labels without
further explanation or examples. Con-
sequently, the exact meaning of ‘perso-
nal autonomy’ is hard to decipher, as
scholars don’t discuss it in detail, my-
self included (Bombjakova 2018).

The lack of clear explanation might
suggest a scholarly consensus on indi-
vidual autonomy’s definition. However,
references differ greatly, encompassing
freedom of movement and choice in so-
cial interactions (Woodburn 2005:23),
high levels of personal independence
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(Abels and Ninkova 2023), the absence
of coercion in decision-making (Hewlett
2016:36), and the ability to survive inde-
pendently from specific others (Boden-
horn 2005:79). Endicott (2011) proposes
shifting from individual to cooperative
autonomy, where people are granted per-
sonal freedom in their pursuits but also
feel obliged to help other group mem-
bers when needed. Personal autonomy
is sometimes viewed as both a value and
cultural practice (Gardner 1991), but it
is not always apparent. The vocabulary
varies from valuing personal autonomy
(Leacock 1978:249) to respecting it (Wo-
odburn 1982), emphasizing its impor-
tance (Salali et al 2019:2).

Given the heterogeneity of these defi-
nitions, it becomes necessary to describe
or provide examples of how personal au-
tonomy manifests in the society, along
with explanations of the context. For in-
stance, the definitions of autonomy in



child-focused studies often involve the
non-interference of adults in children’s
activities, such as playing with dange-
rous objects, as an illustration of respect
for personal autonomy (Hewlett et al.
2011; Chaudhary and Gul-Salali 2023).
The child would play with a knife, and
as scholars contend, adults refrain from
intervening despite the potential dan-
ger of injury just because they value
the child’s personal autonomy. However,
we lack information about the context.
Adult behavior towards children playing
with a knife, for instance, might differ
based on whether it happens in a casual
camp setting or during an ongoing ritual
in a sacred place. Would adults interve-
ne in such context? And what would it
mean in terms of our understanding of
valuing one’s personal autonomy?
‘Personal autonomy’ isa Western term
and we should be cautious when using
it to describe hunter-gatherers. Personal
autonomy in hunter-gatherer societies
needs to be more thoroughly empirically
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V PriStine v Kosove sa od 19. do 22. sep-
tembra 2024 konala 11. konferencia Me-
dzinirodnej asociacie pre antropoldgiu
juhovychodnej Eur6py (InASEA - The In-
ternational Association for Southeast
European Anthropology), pod ndzvom
In, out and in between: Transnational
and internal migration in Southeast
Europe. Filozoficka fakulta Univerzity
v Pristine - ktorej Katedra antropolégie
organizacne zabezpecila celé podujatie -
sa pocas tychto dni stala poédou na vy-
menu poznania a skusenosti medzi vyse
100 akademickych pracovnicok*kov, vy-
skumnikov*¢ok a PhD. Studentiek*ov
pochadzajucich z réznych dasti sveta,
prevazne Eurdpy. Vystupy boli koncipo-
vané vo formate konciznych prezentacii
o vyskumnych zisteniach, prebiehaju-
cich projektoch ¢i ideach, na ktoré nad-
vizovali diskusie v podobe otazok a od-
povedi alebo kritickych debat.
Nepostradatelnti rolu zohravalo aj
»domace“ Studentstvo z Katedry antro-
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Report z medzinarodnej konferencie
In, out and in between: Transnational
and international migration in Southeast Europe

pologie, ktoré sa od zaciatku az do konca
konferencie staralo o navigovanie t¢ast-
nictva cez priestory fakulty a kampusu -
v ktorom dominuje tchvatna multifunk-
¢na socialisticka budova Narodnej kniz-
nice Kosova - zabezpecovanie obeda,
vecery a obcerstvenia pocas prestavok,
fotenie celého podujatia, zabezpecova-
nie technickej podpory a poskytovanie
roznych informacii. Zaroven niektoré*{
z nich vyuzili moznost zGcastnit sa pre-
zentacii, klast otazky a diskutovat, ¢o sa
pekne zltéilo so skor neformalnou pova-
hou konferencie.

Spojovacim bodom tuéastnictva bol
zaujem o réznorodé problematiky a as-
pekty migracii v juhovychodnej Eurdpe.
Vo vystupoch naprieé¢ 27 panelmi boli za-
stipené pestré pristupy z oblasti nielen
socialnej antropolégie, ale aj sociologie,
histérie, ekonémie a statisticko-demo-
grafickych vied, geografie, psycholdgie
¢i medialnej tedrie. AvSak troska smut-
né bolo to, Ze v niektorych momentoch



vznikol dojem, Ze je podujatie exkluziv-
ne antropologické. Napriklad, niektori*é
ucastnici*¢ky zacéinali svoje prezenticie
varovanim a ospravedlnenim, ze vlastne
nie st antropolégmi*ogi¢kami, akoby
existoval nevysloveny predpoklad, ze im
to automaticky znizuje hodnotu. Nastas-
tie, celkova nalada bola velmi multidis-
ciplindrna - dokonca tvodnu keynote
prednasku o albanskych vedeckych dias-
porach predniesol geograf Russell King,
kym druht keynote prednasku o nadna-
rodnej socialnej starostlivosti v rukach
mala sociologicka Peggy Levitt. Mohli
sme sa stretnut s kreativnymi prienikmi,
akymi su napriklad vztah medzi tech-
nologicky prisnym regulovanim hranic
v kontexte ute¢enectva a zivotom zvierat
v prepojeni s ich sociokultirnym vyz-
namom, alebo otdzka prinalezania dru-
hej generacie kosovsko-albanskeho mig-
rantstva cez feministicka analyzu ume-
lecko-aktivistickych prejavov a rozhovo-
rov. Keby sme mali robit nejaké klasifika-
cie, vystupy by sme skoér mohli rozdelit
podla tematiky, metodolégie a Sir§ich
cielov, ¢o presahovalo jednotlivé tizko
definované odbory. V tomto zmysle sme
si mohli v§imnut aj silné kontrasty, napr.
medzi aplikovanymi Stadiami patrajaci-
mi po vladnych rieSeniach ,migra¢nych
kriz“ a skor aktivistickymi alebo kriticky-
mi paradigmami vyzdvihujtice rodové,
triedne, etnické a iné mocenské aspekty
migraé¢nych procesov.

Co sa tyka nasho vystupu, pripravili
sme prezentaciu s nazvom ,Narratives
of belonging, conflict and solidarity:
What do forced and labour post-Yugoslav
migrations have in common?* Pokusili
sme sa v podstate spojit problematiky,
ktorym sme sa predtym venovali neza-
visle v nasich pracach, a ktoré sa velmi
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¢asto chapu ako odlisné fenomény. Na
prvy pohlad sa sktsenosti osob, ktoré
pred 30 rokmi pocas vojny v Chorvatsku
a Bosne a Hercegovine prisli do Vojvo-
diny, a 0sob, ktoré v sti¢asnosti pricha-
dzaju zo Srbska na Slovensko za pracou,
naozaj rozchadzaja. Avsak, opierali sme
sa o fluidnejsi pohlad na hranicu medzi
snatenou“ a ,,dobrovolnou“ migraciou
a procesualnu kontextualizaciu migrac-
nych skusenosti v rAmei postsocialistic-
kych transformacii, ktoré nase vyskumy
navzajom priblizili. Hlavna myslienku
sme konStruovali okolo nadnarodného
chapania belongingu interpretujtic emic-
ké narativy ako mytologizaciu poriadku
a navratu ,,domov*. Ukazali sme, Ze do-
mov v nadnarodnom priestore postjuho-
slovanského migrantstva figuruje ako
prekérny koncept vytvarania ako kon-
fliktnych, tak aj solidarnych vztahov, so-
cialno-identifika¢nych praktik a hodnot.

Pre ndas dvoch, ktorych zivot sa vyvi-
jal v spolo¢nosti dominovanej srbskym
nacionalizmom, tato konferencia pred-
stavovala nielen novy akademicky zazi-
tok, ale aj prilezitost preskocit mury neu-
mornej nenavistnej propagandy. Politic-
ky konflikt v§ak neobisiel ani konferen-
ciu - uz v tvodnom prihovore predsedu
INASEA sa témou stalo rozhodnutie srb-
skych instittcii zakazat vlastnym pra-
covni¢kam*kom zucastnit sa podujatia,
aj ked spoloéne so svojimi kosovskymi
kolegami*yniami posobia v InNASEA. Na-
Stastie, toto bola jedina nacionalisticka
absurdita, s ktorou sme sa v konferenc-
nom prostredi stretli. Ovela ddlezitejSie
bolo to, Ze sme sa mohli lepsie obozna-
mit so sucasnymi kosovskymi a inymi
balkanskymi vyskumnymi trendmi, kto-
ré zial ¢asto za prislusSnymi Statnymi hra-
nicami zvicésa zostavaju nepovsimnuté.
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